A FEBRUARY UPDATE

FAMILY C.A.R.E.

COMMUNITY. ACCESSIBILITY. RESOURCES. ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH
REFERRALS REFERRALS

In school therapy referrals as well as
outside referrals for therapy or in-
house mental health programs.

Housing, food, transportation, utility
assistance, medical, prevention
programs...
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GOAL

The APS Family C.A.R.E. team strives to have all students physically,
emotionionally, and socially well with strong family support to
ensure each student develops to their potential.

HIGHLIGHTS- CPS

One of our key goals through Family CARE has been to eliminate
barriers between the school and CPS, with communication being the
most significant challenge. Over the past few years, we have prioritized
meeting with every CPS worker assigned to our district, introducing
ourselves and addressing any questions they may have. This proactive
approach has helped bridge the communication gap and strengthen
our partnership, enabling us to better connect families with critical
resources.

Additionally, some CPS workers have established monthly meetings
with our Family CARE Coordinators, fostering ongoing collaboration
and brainstorming ways to enhance support for our shared families. As
a result, the school is now recognized as a trusted partner, actively
working to remove obstacles and provide meaningful assistance to
those in need.

APS INTERVENTION
REFERRALS

Contacts with students and families for
CARE Coordination / Case Management.
(attendance, CPS, crisis management,
etc)
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YOUR C.A.R.E TEAM

BRI BLANKSMA

Early Childhood Center

Family CARE/McKinney-Vento Liaison
616-892-3548
blanksmabri@apsfalcons.net

KARI WIERSEMA

Evergreen Elementary

Family CARE Coordinator - Team Lead
616-892-3458
wiersemakar@apsfalcons.net

HANNA HARLOW

Oakwood Intermediate
Family CARE Coordinator
616-892-3246
hanna.harlow@apsfalcons.net

ALLI VANCE

Allendale Middle School
Family CARE Coordinator
616-892-3457
allison.vance@apsfalcons.net

FAMILY C.A.R.E. RESOURCES
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